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Interpretations of Colonial America 
~ . 

Writers of the Revolutionary Period 
1\. Establish moral credentials of the 

The 
A. 
B. 

bureacracy in the New World--effective, 
organization in British case 
Potential 
Empi.re 

provincial 
Role of Crown 

1. reinforced by papacy 
E. The Spanish-American Population 

1. natives--fell from 25 to 1 million by 1700 
2. major imperial officials--most peninsular Spainairds-~-~~~~-
3. creole--only 1.25% of population--landowners, clergymen, army 

officers, merchants--identify with Spain 
4. blacks 
5. racially mixed (mestizos)--1570=2.5%; 1800=30% 

III. The British Empire 
A. Early attempts to explore 
B. Changing ecomomic and international interests leads to new attempts 
C. Differences in personnel and the role of the state 

1. leadership and role of unemployment and mobility 
2. limited role of crown 
3. ideology of colonization 



, 



I. 

I. 

~ 

A ~e : k at the Spanish and British Empire (Ctd.) 

Factors Promoting English Migration ~ ~~. 
A. High turnover rate in English village--50% ~~~ in 10 ~s; only 16% 

of descendants remained for 100 years 
1. few landowners 
2. youthful popu1ation--ha1f under age 20 
3. period of population increase: 1600-4 million; 1720-6 million 
4. thin line between sufficiency and shortage 
5. modernization of economy 

B. Three types of migration 
1. short distance--putting out system 
2. regional--16 to 20 miles 
~ a. betterment--to small towns 

3. 

Social Order in the 17th Century 

New England 
A. Population Growth 

1. by 1642 20 000 had 
2. far more to Ulster 
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